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It’s hard to believe that the iPhone has been around for just seven years. The announcement of the original
iPhone by late Apple CEO Steve Jobs on January 9, 2007, kickstarted the modern smartphone age. Google
followed with Android, then Microsoft with Windows Phone, and today 1 in every 5 people on earth use a
smartphone.

Think for a moment about the change these devices have brought upon our world. The entire internet in the palm
of your hand. Knowledge at your fingertips, available whenever, wherever, however you want it. Think about the
technological advancements these devices have ushered in, from touchscreens to voice commands. These tiny
pocket computers have opened up a world of possibilities, a truly remarkable accomplishment for a market that is
just seven years old.

Now imagine what comes next.

While there is plenty of room for growth in the smartphone market, technology giants like Apple and Google are
already looking ahead to the next big thing. In the last few years nerds have been buzzing about what exactly
that “next big thing” will be, and one new type of gadget seems to have become the de-facto winner: wearable
technology. From smartwatches, to fitness trackers, to futuristic computer glasses, wearable technology
(or “wearables”) seems poised to become the next frontier in the never ending war of the tech worlds. Scrappy
hardware start-up Pebble burst onto the scene in 2012 with their simple smartwatch, which has sold 400,000
units so far. Samsung has already released four variations of their “Gear” smartwatch, while Apple is rumoured to
be preparing a fitness-focused “iWatch” for launch sometime this year. Google, of course, has attracted a lot of
attention with Glass, a controversial pair of smart “glasses” equipped with a screen and camera. The company is
also prepping an entry into the smartwatch space with Android Wear, a version of their mobile operating system
designed for watches, which will power new devices from the likes of Motorola and LG.

Everyone wants a piece of the wearable technology pie. But why wearables? And why now?

As the founder of We Are Wearables, a monthly meet-up for wearable technology enthusiasts in Toronto, Tom
Emrich is perhaps one of the most well connected (and sharply dressed) men in the city. He’s been following the
wearable technology scene for the last few years, becoming one of the first to cover wearables in-depth for sites
like MobileSyrup, BetaKit, and WearableAppReview.com, which he co-founded. Following the We Are Wearables
meet-up this past March, we sat down with Emrich for a quick interview to get his take on the wearable
technology scene, and what it means for the future of our connected world.

Eric Leamen: How would you explain wearable tech to someone who doesn’t know what it is?

Tom Emrich: Wearables are things that you wear that are [internet] connected and smart. They fall into three
main categories right now. Activity trackers that collect data on your health and performance; devices that relay
information and notifications from your smartphone to a device on your wrist like a smartwatch; or independent
computers that you wear that don’t need your smartphone at all, like Google Glass.

As someone deeply involved in the scene, what excites you most about wearable technology?

I see very clearly how wearable technology will enrich and augment our everyday lives in every way. And will
unfetter ourselves from the chains the current computing forms (computers and smartphones) have come with.
By dismantling the computer and re-imaging it and recreating it on our bodies we can interact with the digital and
the physical world in a much more natural manner. And by making our bodies a platform, we begin to blur that
line between the digital world and the physical one so that I can live in the moment and partake in digital benefits
much more than we are capable now in an office at a desk with a computer or looking down in our palms at a
smartphone.

Where do you see the wearable technology space going over the next 5 years?

We are at the very beginning of wearable technology. I akin it to when feature phones just started to be able to
do SMS and download ringtones and images. In five years time we should be at the point when the iPhone and
App Store arrived and we all know how that changed the world. But its hard to group all wearables into one
category. We are already seeing fitness trackers gaining strength in the market. I see these and smartwatches
getting footing much faster than things like smart glasses which need more time to find its footing.

In your opinion, what are some of the biggest challenges or roadblocks facing wearable technology
companies? What obstacles need to be overcome for wearable tech to go mainstream a la smartphones
and tablets?

The biggest challenge is value proposition. The “killer app” as it were. People need to see value in order to fork
out $200+ for some of these devices. More importantly these devices require people to see them as a “must-
have” rather than just a “nice-to-have” when it comes to retention of use. Equally challenging is fashion. This is
something new in the technology space. Unlike other technology that you keep at home (computers) or put in
your pocket (smartphones), this new form of computing is out in the open as part of your personal style. Until the
fashion houses partner up with the technology powerhouses, we will continue to see aesthetics as a sore spot for
wearables. Finally, price and battery life are obvious issues but I think these can be overlooked if the wearable
solves a problem and has some style.  

Aside from wrist wear and glasses, is there another form of wearable that you believe shows significant
promise?

I think biometric clothing and sensor-based footwear have legs. Two companies from Montreal, Hexoskin and
OmSignal, are producing undergarments that track your activity and performance. While Vancouver-based
Plantiga is doing some interesting things with a shoe that won’t just make walking easier, it’ll make it smarter too.

Why do you believe wearable technology has become the de facto “next big thing?” And why now?

It has become the next big thing because it is a natural step in our technological journey. Why now? Because we
are ready! We have been walking around with computers in our pockets for a couple of years now and so the
idea to start to have them on our wrists, face or bodies is no longer a scary or far-fetched concept.
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Eric Leamen is Head of Digital for Emerge Magazine, as well as a freelance technology journalist,
videographer, and web designer. Having spent the last decade of his life blogging about gadgets
and gaming, Eric knows his stuff when it comes to technology. He currently writes at CE: The
Magazine covering emerging technology, gadgets, apps, and start-ups. He is also co-host of The
Segue, a weekly podcast about tech, media, and pop culture.

10 Ways to Use Social
Media to Get the Job of
Your Dreams

CAMELLIA PANDREMENOS, JUNE
9, 2014

Point, Shoot, Purchase:
Slyce aims to turn wanting
into buying

RITCHEA HODGE, MAY 12, 2014

Bringing 3D Printing To
The Kitchen

VERONICA SHEPPARD, APRIL 22,
2014

 301
FOLLOWERS

 0
FANS

 0
SUBSCRIBERS

BRINGING 3D
PRINTING TO
THE KITCHEN

READ MORE ›

CONNECT WITH
US

THE LATEST

C O V E R  S T O R Y

by Veronica Sheppard

CULTURE LONGFORM

  0 Comments

NEWS BY ANY OTHER NAME
EVAN FRENCH, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014

“Who says print is dying?” This question was
posed by Rakhee Prabhakar, owner-editor of The
Asian Connections newspaper, an English-
language newspaper catering to Toronto’s South
…

Read more 

Drawing Blanks: The Fate of
Liberal Arts Students
PETER SANFILIPPO, JUNE 25, 2014

10 Ways to Use Social Media to
Get the Job of Your Dreams
CAMELLIA PANDREMENOS, JUNE 9,
2014

Technology, Meet Fashion:
Gadgets You Wear Are The Next
Big Thing
ERIC LEAMEN, JUNE 7, 2014

Hashtag Dating
ROBIN GHOSH, JUNE 1, 2014

Point, Shoot, Purchase: Slyce
aims to turn wanting into buying
RITCHEA HODGE, MAY 12, 2014

Search 

ABOUT

Emerge is a student-run digital and print publication
exploring the unique stories, trends, and revolutions
this decade will be remembered for.

   

EMERGE
CONFERENCE

T H E  2 0 1 4

Thanks to our guest speakers
and all attendees for another
successful year!

© 2014 Emerge Magazine & University of Guelph-Humber. All rights reserved. ↑ Back to top

https://www.facebook.com/emergeto
http://instagram.com/EmergeTO
https://twitter.com/Emerge_Mag
http://www.youtube.com/EmergeTO
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/#menu1
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/about/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/masthead/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/#
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/everything/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/contact/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/technology/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/culture/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/inside/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/video/
http://emergeconference.ca/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/technology/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergemagazine.ca%2F2014%2F2014%2F06%2F07%2Ftechnology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing%2F&t=Technology,%20Meet%20Fashion:%20Gadgets%20You%20Wear%20Are%20The%20Next%20Big%20Thing
https://twitter.com/home?status=Technology,%20Meet%20Fashion:%20Gadgets%20You%20Wear%20Are%20The%20Next%20Big%20Thing%20https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergemagazine.ca%2F2014%2F2014%2F06%2F07%2Ftechnology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing%2F
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergemagazine.ca%2F2014%2F2014%2F06%2F07%2Ftechnology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing%2F&name=Technology,%20Meet%20Fashion:%20Gadgets%20You%20Wear%20Are%20The%20Next%20Big%20Thing&description=Technology%2C+Meet+Fashion%3A+Gadgets+You+Wear+Are+The+Next+Big+Thing
http://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergemagazine.ca%2F2014%2F2014%2F06%2F07%2Ftechnology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing%2F&title=Technology,%20Meet%20Fashion:%20Gadgets%20You%20Wear%20Are%20The%20Next%20Big%20Thing
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.emergemagazine.ca%2F2014%2F2014%2F06%2F07%2Ftechnology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing%2F&title=Technology,%20Meet%20Fashion:%20Gadgets%20You%20Wear%20Are%20The%20Next%20Big%20Thing
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/eric-leamen/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
http://www.businessinsider.com/smartphone-and-tablet-penetration-2013-10
http://www.meetup.com/Wearable-Wednesday-Toronto/
http://mobilesyrup.com/
http://betakit.com/
http://wearableappreview.com/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/TomEmrich-2.jpg
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/camellia-pandremenos/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/ritchea-hodge/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
http://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/3d-printed-food
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/veronica-sheppard/
http://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/3d-printed-food
http://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/3d-printed-food
http://www.twitter.com/@emerge_mag
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://emergemagazine.ca/3d-printed-food/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/culture/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/category/longform/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/09/17/news-by-any-other-name/#comments
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/09/17/news-by-any-other-name/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/09/17/news-by-any-other-name/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/evan-french/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/09/17/news-by-any-other-name/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/09/17/news-by-any-other-name/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/25/drawing-blanks-the-fate-of-liberal-arts-students/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/peter-sanfillipo/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/25/drawing-blanks-the-fate-of-liberal-arts-students/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/25/drawing-blanks-the-fate-of-liberal-arts-students/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/camellia-pandremenos/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/09/10-ways-to-use-social-media-to-get-the-job-of-your-dreams/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/eric-leamen/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/07/technology-meet-fashion-gadgets-you-wear-are-the-next-big-thing/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/01/hashtag-dating/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/robin-ghosh/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/01/hashtag-dating/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/06/01/hashtag-dating/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/author/ritchea-hodge/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
https://www.emergemagazine.ca/2014/2014/05/12/point-shoot-purchase-slyce-aims-to-turn-wanting-into-buying/
http://www.emergemagazine.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/emergeto
http://instagram.com/EmergeTO
https://twitter.com/Emerge_Mag
http://www.youtube.com/EmergeTO

